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The proceeding 
institution rate 

has hovered 
around 60% in 

each of the last 
three years.  
Historically, 

IPRs have 
been instituted 

slightly more 
frequently than 

PGRs and CBMs.
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An average of 
1750 petitions 

were filed each 
year in the five 

year period from 
2014-18, but only 

1319 petitions 
were filed 

in 2019.



19P T A B  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  2 0 1 9

FWD Instituted Claim Cancellation Rate
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In its six years 
of issuing final 
written decisions, 
the Board has 
cancelled about 
76% of the 
claims that it has 
ruled on at the 
conclusion of trial.

PTAB Trial Appeal Outcomes
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About 75% of 
appeals from 
PTAB trials to 
the Federal 
Circuit that 
receive decisions 
are affirmed.  
Petitioner-
appellants fare 
better than patent 
owner-appellants 
at the CAFC.

Annual Petition to Challenged Patent Ratio
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The USPTO 
made efforts 
to curb serial 
filings against a 
patent by a single 
petitioner last 
year.  This may 
have resulted 
in 2019’s slight 
downtick in 
petition to 
challenged 
patent ratio.




