
 

 

Ma

Co
Att
Sen
Of
P.O
Ale
via

Re

De

We
law
alo
wh
fili
of 
reg

As 
sha
for
aro

We

and
the

En
Cla
Ma

Cla

Th
cov

ay 5, 2015 

ommissione
tn: Michael
nior Legal A
ffice of the D
O. Box 1450
exandria, V
a email: Wor

e: Commen
Enhanci

ear Commis

e are attorn
w firm with 
one, our firm
hich were fil
ing and pros
over 100 co

gularly amon

 a firm and 
ape and imp
reign patent
ound the wo

e write toda

d—we feel—n
em clearly. 

nhancing pri
arity of Rec
arch 25–26.

arity in des

he Office’s r
vering the d

r for Patent
l Cygan 
Advisor, Off
Deputy Com
0 

VA 22313-14
rldClassPaten

nts in respo
ing Patent Q

ssioner: 

neys with Ste
more than 

m filed over
led at the U
secuting des

ompanies an
ng the top 5

 as individu
prove design
t offices, and
orld.  

ay to presen

necessary sug

int quality o
cord, as it wa
. 

ign patent d

ules require
design for an

ts of the Un

fice of Paten
mmissioner 

450 
ntQuality@u

onse to USP
Quality, Fed

erne Kessler
170 IP prof

r 1200 desig
USPTO. Tog

sign patent 
nd individu
50 annual U

ual practition
n prosecutio
d with nong

nt the Office

ggestion to i

of design pa
as raised du

drawings is

e that a desi
n article “as

nited States 

nt Legal Ad
 for Patent 

uspto.gov 

PTO's Requ
d. Reg. Vol

r Goldstein 
fessionals in
gn applicatio
gether we ha
 application
als, includin

US design p

ners we regu
on practice.
government

e with a stra

improve the

atents falls u
uring the Of

 essential. 

ign patent’s
 shown and

 Patent and 

dministratio
Examinatio

uest for Com
l. 80, No. 2

 & Fox, an 
n Washingto
ons worldw
ave over 34 

ns before the
ng 2 compa

patent grante

ularly contr
. We work w
tal intellectu

aightforward

e quality of 

under the O
ffice’s Paten

 claim be in
d described”

 Trademark

on 
on Policy 

mments on
24 (February

 intellectual
on, DC. In 

wide, over 40
 years’ expe
e USPTO o

anies that ar
ees. 

ribute to eff
with the US
ual property

d, uncontro

f design pate

Office’s Prop
nt Quality S

n formal ter
” in the requ

k Office 

n 
y 5, 2015) 

l property 
 2014 
00 of 
rience 

on behalf 
re 

forts to 
SPTO and 
y groups 

oversial, 

ents: print 

posal 3: 
Summit of 

rms, 
uired 



dra
sub

app

MP
qu

We
pat
pro
rep
po

Th

De
lin
are
to 
un
con
pu
fro

Un
rep
in 
un
exa

Fo
tha

awings. 37 C
bject matter

plication: 

The ne
cannot
disclosu
well ex
nothin
conject

PEP § 1503
ality of draw

e contend t
tent as in an
operty right
presentation
sitions.  

he print qu
often ob

esign patent
nes used can
e claimed, a
show claim

nclaimed por
ntour. A cle
blic to unde

om practicin

nfortunately
present pate
their applic

nintelligible 
amined and

r example, t
at lines in th

CFR §§ 1.1
r, the Office

ecessity for g
t be overemp
ure of the d
ecuted both

ng regarding
ture. 

.02. But the
wings in an 

hat high qu
n applicatio
t protected b
n of that rig

ality of the
bfuscating th

t drawings o
n be importa
nd portions
ed portions
rtions or en
ear represen
erstand whi

ng. 

y, the Office
ented design
cations, but—
or essential

d allowed by

the printing
he drawings

52, 1.153. S
e recognizes

good drawin
phasized. A

design, it is o
h as to clarit
g the design 

e MPEP ma
 issued pate

uality drawin
on. The pub
by a patent, 
ht. We do n

e US Paten
he exclusive

often do mo
ant indicato
s that are no
s of a design
nvironment.
ntation of th
ich portions

e’s issued de
ns with the s
—even wors
lly depict a d
y the examin

g quality of 
s of the issu

- 2 - 

Since the dr
 the need fo

ngs in a des
As the drawin
of utmost im
ty of showin
 sought to b

akes no such
ent.  

ngs are at le
blic deserves
 and the pa
not believe 

t Office’s d
e rights they

ore than sim
ors to repres
ot. For exam
n, while bro
. Shade line
hese and oth
s of a depict

esign patent
same clarity
e—often are
different de
ner. 

the Office’s
ed patent ar

rawings defi
or high-qua

ign patent a
ng constitu
mportance t
ng and com
be patented 

h pronounc

east as impo
s to know th
atentee dese
these to be 

design paten
y represent

mply depict a
sent portion
mple, solid l
ken lines ar

es are often 
her differen
ted design i

ts not only 
y with which
e so poor th
esign than th

s design pat
re not repre

fine the claim
lity drawing

application 
tes the who
that it be so

mpleteness, t
 is left to 

cement abou

ortant in an 
he extent of
erves to have
 controversi

nts is unifo
t. 

a design. Th
ns of the des
lines are oft
re often use
 used to hel

nt line types 
it may be pr

consistently
h they were 

hat they are 
hat which w

tents is often
esented as t

med 
gs in an 

 
ole 
o 
hat 

ut the 

 issued 
f the 
e a clear 
ial 

ormly low, 

he types of 
sign that 
ten used 
ed to show 
lp show 
 helps the 
recluded 

y fail to 
 presented 

was 

n so poor 
hey were 



in 
un
blu
of 

So

 

     

All
ava
Da

the applicat
nclaimed lin
urry that the
the design. 

me example

US Pate

                   
1 Examples

l are reprodu
ailable throu
atabase syste

tion. Examp
es in the iss
ey appear to
 

es will help 

ent No. D7
Figu

                   
s in the body
uced in the A
ugh the USPT
ms, and at h

ples include
sued patent
o run togeth

 elucidate th

725,957 S, is
ure 1 as exam

Figure 

      
y of this pape
Appendix at 
TO’s PAIR, 

http://skgf.co

- 3 - 

e solid claim
, or bounda

her, obscurin

hese points.

ssued April
mined and a

1 as issued: 

er may be co
100% scale,
SCORE, an

om/news/qua

med lines ap
ary and shad
ng or misre

.1 

l 7, 2015: P
allowed: 

 

opied and sca
, and their so
nd Patent Ful
ality-comme

ppearing as b
de lines prin
epresenting 

Popcorn Lid

aled for com
ource files ar
ll-Text and I

ents. 

broken 
nting so 
portions 

d 

 

mparison. 
re publicly 
Image 

 



US Pa
Figure

 

tent No. D
e 1 as exami

726,072 S, 
ined and all

 issued Apr
lowed: 

- 4 - 

ril 7, 2015: R

 

Rail for a S
Fig

Suspended R
gure 1 as iss

 

Rail System
ued: 

m 



US P
Figure

 

Figure

 

Patent No. 
e 1 as exami

US Pate
e 1 as exami

 D724,909,
ined and all

nt No. D72
ined and all

 issued Mar
lowed: 

24,918, issu
lowed: 

 

- 5 - 

rch 24, 201

 

ued March 2

15: Material
Fig

24, 2015: M
Fig

l Manipulat
gure 1 as iss

Micro Scisso
gure 1 as iss

tion Tool 
sued: 

ors 
sued: 

 

 



 

U
C
US Patent N
Combination

Figu

No. D724,40
n Socket-W
ure 1 as exa

Figure 

- 6 - 

06 S, issued
Wrench Han

mined and 

 1 as issued:

d March 17,
ndle and Ha
 allowed: 

: 

, 2015:  
ammer 

 

 



U
Figure

Th
rea
des
pri

No
me
rep
low
fro

US Patent N
e 1 as exami

he printing p
ally look like
signs contou
inting quali

ot all design
erits a soluti
present the 
wer quality t
om improve

No. D724,4
ined and all

problems in
e? Which pa
ured? These
ty. 

n patents pri
ion. Even th
designs that
than the dra
d printing. 

404, issued M
lowed:  

n these exam
arts are claim
e kinds of q

int this poo
hose patents
t were exam
awings prov
 

- 7 - 

March 17, 2

 

mples are sel
med, and w
uestions sh

rly. But so m
s that print 

mined and a
vided by the

2015: Naile
Fig

lf-evident. W
which are no
ould not be

many do th
 better, and
llowed, are 
e applicant. 

er Housing 
gure 1 as iss

What do the
ot? How are
e attributabl

hat that the p
d more close
 often still o
 All would b

 Head 
sued: 

e designs 
e the 
le to poor 

problem 
ely 
of much 
benefit 

 



Th

An
col
alr
no
pri
op

 

he Office is 
issued an

n anomaly in
lor: the Offi
eady has a s
t implemen
inting all de
tion to have

US Paten

 capable of
nywhere els

n the Office
fice often pr
solution to t
nted it outsi
esign patent
e their paten

nt No. D725

f issuing pa
se in the wo

e’s printing 
rints the resu
the problem
de of color 
ts through th
nts printed 

5,771, issue
Figure 

- 8 - 

tents of suc
orld. 

 happens wh
ulting paten

m of poor-qu
 designs. Th
his system, 
 through it, 

ed March 3
 5 as issued:

ch high qu

hen an appl
nt flawlessly
uality design
he Office sh
or at least g
 even for a f

1, 2015: Me
: 

uality as to r

licant files a
y. So the Of
n patents, it

hould consid
giving applic
fee. 

edical Injec

rival those 

a design in 
ffice 
t has just 
der 
cants the 

ctor 

 



All

Th
the
req
An
and
aw

11
Wa
(20
The
incl

US Pate

l benefit fro

he Office cle
eir print qua
quire no add
nd the clarit
d will accur

ward the pate

00 New Yor
ashington, D
02) 371-260
e views express
luding Sterne,

ent No. D72

om improve

early wants t
ality is an im
ditional exa
ty and impro
rately repres
entee. This 

rk Avenue 
D.C.  20005

00 
sed herein are 
 Kessler, Gold

25,553 issu
Figure 

ed quality. 

to improve 
mpactful wa
aminer train
oved certain
sent the excl
 will benefit

R

/

T
D
G

/

D
A

5-3934 

 our own and 
dstein & Fox P

- 9 - 

ued March 3
 1 as issued:

 

the quality 
ay to take a 
ning or chan
nty it will re
lusive right 
t the public 

Respectfully 

/Tracy Durk

Tracy-Gene G
Director, M
Group Lead

/Daniel A. G

Daniel A. G
Associate, St

 are not to be 
P.L.L.C., or an

31, 2015: B
: 

 of issued pa
big step tow

nges to the a
educe uncer
 that the Of
 and patent

 submitted,

kin/ 

G. Durkin, 
Mechanical 

er, Sterne K

Gajewski/ 

ajewski, Re
terne Kessle

 attributed to 
ny client of the

Bicycle Fram

atents. Imp
ward that go
application 
rtainty in cla
ffice intend
tees alike. 

 

 Reg. No. 3
and Design

Kessler 

eg. No. 64,5
er 

 any other pers
e firm. 

me 

 

roving 
oal. It will 
 process. 
aim scope 

ded to 

32,831 
n Practice 

15 

son or entity 

1988054 



 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 
to   

Comments in response to USPTO's Request for Comments on Enhancing Patent Quality, 
Fed. Reg. Vol. 80, No. 24 (February 5, 2015) 

submitted May 5, 2015, by  

Tracy-Gene G. Durkin and Daniel A. Gajewski 

of 

Sterne Kessler Goldstein & Fox P.L.L.C 

 

 



1 / 11

Title:  POPCORN COVER

Inventor(s):  Bric Simpson

Docket No:  19662.1

FIG. 1









Atty. Docket No.:  Davis-4/37513-4; MATERIAL MANIPULATION TOOL; DAVIS, Philip 
              Sheet 1/9 
                                                     REPLACEMENT SHEET 
 





Appln No. 29/487,051
 Replacement Sheet









REPLACEMENT SHEET

FIG. 1

Application No.:  29/428973 
Reply to Examiner's Amendment dated 10/22/14 

Replacement Sheet





U.S. Patent Mar. 31, 2015 Sheet 3 of 4 US D725,771 S



U.S. Patent Mar. 31, 2015 Sheet 1 of 7 US D725,553 S



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




